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SECRET PEKING 2282 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: CH, TW 

SUB J : CTS OFFICIAL COMMENTS ON NEGOTIATIONS WITH TAIWAN 

1 . IN A JULY 20 CONVERSATION WITH A USLO EMPLOYEE, AN OFFICIAL 
OF THE CHINA INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL SERVICE POINTEDLY BROUGHT 
UP NORMALIZATION OF US-CHINA RELATIONS. THE OFFICIAL STATED 
THAT NORMALIZATION COULD BE CARRIED OUT NOW BECAUSE THE PRC 
WAS WILLING TO SETTLE THE TAIWAN PROBLEM WITHOUT FORCE OF 
ARMS. 


2. THE OFFICIAL EXPLAINED THAT THE TAIWAN PROBLEM COULD BE 
SOLVED BY NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN CHINA AND THE KMT. WHEN ASKED 
WHEN THESE TALKS COULD TAKE PLACE, HE REPLIED THAT THEY 
COULD NOT BE HELD UNTIL THE U.S. DEPARTED FROM TAIWAN AND 
PROBABLY NOT FOR SOME TIME THEREAFTER. WHEN ASKED IF THE 
CHINESE WERE CONTENT TO WAIT THAT LONG, THE CTS OFFICIAL 
EXPLAINED THAT THE CHINESE SIDE HAD ESTABLISHED NO FIXED 
TIME LIMIT. HE STRESSED THAT THE CHINESE COULD WAIT FOR A 
SOLUTION. 


3. WHEN ASKED WHERE HIS OPINIONS CAME FROM SINCE THEY DIFFERED 
FROM WHAT OTHER OFFICIALS HAVE SAID IN THE PAST, THE OFFICIAL 
OFFERED THAT HE HAD READ ABOUT THE CURRENT SITUATION IN 
(RESTRICTED CIRCULATION) REFERENCE NEWS AND HAD ALSO "HEARD 
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THINGS" FROM OTHER UNNAMED SOURCES. 


4. COMMENT: CHINA TRAVEL SERVICE OFFICIALS CANNOT BE PRESUMED 
TO HAVE DIRECT ACCESS TO CHINESE LEADERSHIP VIEWS ON KEY 
POLICY ISSUES OF THIS SORT. MOREOVER, A NUMBER OF RECENT 
TRAVELLERS HAVE COMMENTED ON THE UNCHARACTERISTIC FRANKNESS 
WITH WHICH CTS GUIDES HAVE EXPRESSED THEIR PERSONAL VIEWS 
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ON MATTERS RANGING FROM DIRECT CRITICISM OF CHAIRMAN MAO 
TO CURRENT CHINESE LEADERSHIP QUESTIONS. REFERENCE NEWS 
PRESUMABLY CARRIED ARTICLES BASED ON CONGRESSMAN WOLFF'S 
HONG KONG PRESS CONFERENCE (IN WHICH HE CITED PRC OFFICIALS 
AS HAVING HINTED AT PRC WILLINGNESS TO ENGAGE IN FUTURE 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE KMT41 AND THESE ALMOST CERTAINLY 
PROVIDED THE BASIS FOR HIS COMMENTS. AT THE VERY LEAST. 

HOWEVER, REMARKS OF THIS SORT ARE SUFFICIENTLY UNUSUAL TO 
BE NOTED. WOODCOCK 
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